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May 2020 

 
To the Residents of the Braithwaite Estates Improvement District (BEID): 
 
The Board of Trustees and Staff of the BEID sincerely hopes that each and every one of you is staying healthy 

in these uncertain times.  Much has been published concerning protocols for working and staying safe during 

this pandemic, and the BEID strongly recommends following the directions from our Provincial and Federal 

Medical Health Officers. 
 
As per recent communications, on March 27, 2020, the Province directed all improvement districts postpone 

their Annual General Meetings (AGM), and elections until the Provincial Health Officer advises the COVID-19 

pandemic no longer poses a threat to public health.  As a consequence, the forty-third AGM of the BEID was 

postponed.  Members will be notified of a new AGM schedule as soon as it is known. 
 
Regardless of the AGM delay, BEID business is carrying on as usual.  The exception is the Board is now 

communicating and making decisions via electronic means.  The 2019 fiscal audit is now complete and has 

been accepted by the Board for subsequent reporting to and approval by voters present at the 2020 Annual 

General Meeting when it is held. 
   
Further to the above, Staff continue to carry out their full duties in accordance with physical distancing orders.  

A temporary provisional operations policy setting out measures for a Covid-19 pandemic emergency response 

has been adopted by the Board.  This policy has been provided to Mark Hall, Environmental Health Officer, 

Island Health, and we can report operations are in good order.    
 

Governance: 

Five trustees govern the affairs of the BEID. They are elected on staggered terms by the landowners who 

attend the AGM. The Board meets monthly to conduct the business of the District.  At meetings, the Board 

creates bylaws and policies to manage the operation of the BEID. The Board sets the annual budget, levies 

taxes and tolls and employs an operator, relief operator and an Administrator all of whom carry out the 

directives set by the Board.  All bylaws passed by the Board must be approved by the Inspector of 

Municipalities as the provincial government oversees the management of the District. Your current trustees 

are: Robin Brett - Chair, Francis Hugo - Vice Chair, Gerry Giles - Treasurer, along with trustees Philip Le Good 

and Dennis Maher.  At the upcoming 2020 AGM, trustee Dennis Maher’s term will be completed.  As such, an 

election will be held to elect one trustee to stand for a three-year term. 
 
Residents who have questions are encouraged to pose them to the Board at any time during the year by 

emailing to BraithwaiteEstates@shaw.ca.   
 

Annual Taxes:   

On June 1 each year, the BEID levies an annual tax on all properties within the district boundaries.  It includes 

properties that are undeveloped and those that have their own wells.  Properties within a city or municipality 

have a tax for water automatically included in their annual property tax bill.  As your water purveyor is BEID, 

the taxes are issued by and paid to the BEID. 



Announcing BEID’s new website! 

The Board of Trustees is excited to announce that the new BEID website has launched.  Whether on desktop 

or mobile, the new site will provide an elevated experience.  There is a whole host of information about the 

governance and operations of your water district on this site so be sure to check it out. 
 
The project kicked off with a bunch of big ideas, all centered around creating a communication tool to quickly 

provide up-to-date information to stakeholders.  Ease of use and intuitive site navigation were a must.  It was 

important that users could get where they needed to go, find the information they wanted, and immediately find 

answers to questions as well as gain a better understanding of the BEID.   
 
Visit the ALERT button to keep up-to-date with current Board 

requirements.  Visit the COVID-19 button for water-related 

information.  Visit the GOVERNANCE | AGM tab to view the 2019 

AGM minutes, and 2019 audited financial statements, in 

anticipation of the upcoming 2020 AGM. 
 
Go ahead and explore. We hope you like the new site. If you have 

feedback, please let us know.  Thanks for visiting BEID.ca!  

 

Summer Water Use: 

We are extremely fortunate to live in a water rich part 

of Aquifer 197. When our water system was installed 

back in 1969/70 by Paris Enterprises, we had only 

one well capable of delivering 20 gallons per minute 

to a 40,000 imperial gallon wood stave reservoir.  We 

have, over the years, drilled 3 production wells into 

the aquifer to a depth of 200 plus feet.  These wells 

deliver what has been termed as 'designer water.'  

Both the quality and quantity of groundwater from this 

part of the aquifer is first rate. Today our three 

production wells are capable of delivering hundreds of 

gallons per minute into a modern 150,000 imperial 

gallon reservoir. 
 
Unlike some other areas that rely on groundwater for 

their drinking water supply, we do not have a scarcity 

of water.  However, over the coming summer months 

we ask you to use water wisely.  It is most effective to 

water between the hours of 6 am - 11 am and 

between the hours of 6 pm - 11 pm.  If you water 

during the heat of the day most of the water will be 

lost to evaporation, but you will still pay for it. Please try not to water the road, and importantly, if you hear fire 

sirens or see fire trucks - Turn Your Water Off - so firefighters have ample water to fight a fire. The fire 

department can and does take water from our system even if the fire is elsewhere. 

 
 
Be kind, be calm, and stay safe. 

Board of Trustees of the Braithwaite Estates Improvement District. 

DOMESTIC METER RATES 

Metered consumers shall be charged a meter minimum of 

$80.00 bi-monthly: 

a) for the first 50 cubic meters or part thereof $80.00 

b) for each additional cubic meter or part thereof 

up to and including 100 cubic meters 
.40 

c) for each additional cubic meter or part thereof 

from 100.01 up to and including 200 cubic 

meters 

.50 

d) for each additional cubic meter or part thereof 

from 200.01 up to and including 300 cubic 

meters 

.80 

e) for each additional cubic meter or part thereof 

from 300.01 cubic meters  
1.30 

Where a multi-family dwelling unit is supplied from one meter, 

each additional unit of the multi-family dwelling shall be 

charged a bi-monthly base rate of $80.00.  The above meter 

rates shall then apply for any use in excess of the base rate 

and shall be calculated by dividing the total cubic meter used 

per billing period by the number of units in the multi-family 

dwelling unit. 
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